
Area 10: Empowering citizens for the transition 
towards a climate neutral, sustainable Europe

10.1 - European capacities for citizen deliberation 

and participation for the Green Deal



Policy background

• European Green Deal : supported by H2020 and HE

• 8 work streams

• GDC adds 2 cross-cutting work streams, including citizen empowerment

• Other relevant EC policies in support of EGD:

• Climate Pact

• Horizon Europe Missions



• The transition towards sustainability must be just and inclusive, put people first and bring

together citizens in all their diversity. This calls for citizen participation and citizen

engagement in all areas of the European Green Deal.

• Co-creation activities and events, based on dialogue and information exchange. May be

virtual.

• Different types of participatory processes for different goals: from feedback mechanisms, to

empowering citizens to reflect, deliberate, and propose change.

• Importance of equipping participants with appropriate tools and information, and connecting

these processes to decision-making bodies.

• Build on successful experiences at all levels; comparative research and monitoring.

Specific challenge



LC-GD-10-1-2020: European capacities for citizen deliberation 
and participation for the Green Deal

• Type of Action: Research and Innovation Action

• Budget: EUR 10 million

• The Commission considers that proposals requesting a contribution from the 

EU of between EUR 3 to 5 million would allow the specific challenge to be 

addressed appropriately. Nonetheless, this does not preclude submission and 

selection of proposals requesting other amounts. 



• Actions: implement several deliberative processes, each implemented in a 
significant number of Member States/associated countries. For virtual processes: 
European online multilingual deliberative platform.

• Actors: transnational networks, including relevant civil society organisations
involved in deliberative democracy and civic participation, researchers, 
practitioners, experts (including in gender equality and climate justice).

• Specific topics for deliberation to be co-decided with the European Commission 
services implementing the Green Deal.  Should support EU actions, notably 
Horizon Europe Missions.

• Balanced coverage of countries. Vulnerable groups to be considered in analysis, 
and included in deliberations. Gender balance and consideration for gendered 
issues.  

Scope :



• Clear channels for take-up of outcomes should be sought, at local, national, and/or 
European levels.  Take account of national/local specificities. Associate governments and 
administrations at an early stage, and where possible, link to existing debates and 
participatory processes.

• Ensure feedback to citizens. 

• Rely on comparative analysis of international practice.  Depending on specific objectives, 
ensure consistency across countries or select a range of methodologies to compare their 
effectiveness. Coordinate with other projects under this area. Assess and compare results; 
provide recommendations. 

• Advisory board to ensure robustness of methodology and inclusive character of deliberative 
processes.

Scope (cont’d) :



• Participatory identification of solutions contributing to the European Green Deal

• Citizens’ feeling of ownership and engagement

• Involvement of citizens in the implementation of the EGD and the Horizon Europe 
Missions

• Stronger trust among citizens in policy and science institutions on EGD issues

• Commitment from a broad spectrum of social groups across Europe to support 
EGD targets and to engage in co-creation and co-implementation of transition 
pathways

• Contribution to one or several of the SDGs

Expected impacts :
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